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SOCIAL MEDIA  AND OUR ATHLETES 

PRESENTATION DEVELOPED BY: 
KEN ZELEZ, STRATHCONA-TWEEDSMUIR SCHOOL 

  

WHO IS HERE? 

YES!! SOCIAL MEDIA IS 
HERE TO STAY AND IT IS 
NOT GOING AWAY! 
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HOW MANY DO YOU RECOGNIZE? 

HOW ABOUT NOW? 

HERE WE GO! 

•  Introduction 
•  Right Here, Right Now – The impact is HUGE! 
•  Impact on Student Athletes = Our Focus 
•  Positive Impact on Athletic Programs 
•  Implementing a Plan/Program 
•  Cautions 
•  Tools and Resources 
•  #promotePromotePROMOTE – Some time to work! 
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IMPACT ON STUDENT ATHLETES 

The impact of the digital world is HUGE.  As educators 
we must EDUCATE our Athletes.  Take the focus off of 

us and place the focus on the Students. 

Focus on the Impact of Social Media on the Athlete 
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 As educators we must EDUCATE our Athletes.  Take the focus off of us and 

place the focus on the Students. 

Focus on the Impact of Social Media on the Athlete 

POSITIVE IMPACT ON ATHLETIC 
PROGRAMS 

ü  Provide	  game	  and	  prac/ce	  /me	  reminders.	  –	  Remind	  101	  is	  AWESOME	  for	  this!	  

ü  Inform	  about	  cancella/ons/postponements.	  -‐	  	  Remind	  101	  is	  AWESOME	  for	  this!	  

ü  Score	  updates	  –	  especially	  popular	  on	  nights	  when	  community	  members	  or	  those	  
living	  out-‐of-‐town	  want	  to	  get	  the	  most	  updated	  informa/on	  about	  their	  team.	  

ü  Link	  to	  other	  programs	  in	  your	  school	  or	  associa/ons	  in	  the	  community.	  

ü  Convey	  honors	  and	  awards	  about	  your	  student-‐athletes	  or	  teams.	  	  

ü  Promote	  your	  coaches	  accomplishments.	  

ü  Promote	  your	  non-‐school	  team	  athletes.	  

ü  Any	  other	  relevant	  informa/on	  your	  audience	  would	  like	  to	  see.	  

 

Focus on the Impact of Social Media on the Athlete 
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IMPLEMENTING  
A  

PLAN/PROGRAM 

Which most popular Social Media tool(s) will you use? 

IMPLEMENTING A PLAN/PROGRAM 

5 Quick Tips 
1.) Take an inventory of all of your school’s social media sites. It’s up to you to 
know where your school stands online. 
  
2.) You want to decide who else on your team should have administrator status. 
These people will be the ones posting content to the sites. Remember that each 
individual voice is representing your school and your brand, so choose wisely 
and work closely with them. 
  
3.) Create crystal clear guidelines for the types of content that should be posted 
to each social site. There are various social sites, each with their own unique 
features, so you’ll need to decided what to post and where. Videos, photos, 
events, and other content should all be posted to their respective place. 
  
4.) Try to simplify the process. That’s why it’s a good idea to map out an approval 
process. Appoint one person to decide what will be posted and what will not. 
  
5.) Finally, you need to continually monitor all social media platforms several 
times a day. Questions and comments should be responded to promptly and 
courteously. 

 

IMPLEMENTING A PLAN/PROGRAM 

Starting or Reviving: 
ü  Just do it! – do it often and regular 
ü  Run a contest 

ü  Start a conversation – opinions, polls, #faninteraction 

ü  Post Media – action, motivation, events 

ü  Re-post other material – meaningful content, resources 

ü  Re-post old material – blog, website, policies, history 
ü  Invite your audience to contribute - Did you know? 

ü  Controversy! 
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IMPLEMENTING A PLAN/PROGRAM 

 
Focus your Social Media on Reflecting Your Identity 

 
ü  Reputation - What do you want to be known for? 
ü  Relationships – Value, Building Trust, Transparency 
ü  Communication – What your audience wants and 

needs 
ü  Amplification – Build your brand!  Use the latest 

tools 

IMPLEMENTING A PLAN/PROGRAM 

 
Focus your Social Media on Reflecting Your Identity 

 

ü Develop your Brand and add Value 
•  Have your logo on EVERYTHING 
•  Use Social Media to bring people to you 
•  Offer great content 
•  Support others and others will support 

you! 

IMPLEMENTING A PLAN/PROGRAM 

5 Questions to think about: 
 
1.  What do you want to be known for? 
2.  What is your Mission? 
3.  Are your Relationships strong? 
4.  How do you Communicate? 
5.  Are you being heard? 
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SOCIAL MEDIA CAUTIONS 

•  You must know your Policies - FOIP 
•  Have a plan – What platforms will you use? 
•  Be VERY careful and purposeful – Rule of Thumb!? 
•  Time VS Content – Source it out? 
•  Recruitment & confidentiality 
•  You may have to report what you SEE! 

SOCIAL MEDIA CAUTIONS 

SOCIAL MEDIA CAUTIONS 
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SOCIAL MEDIA CAUTIONS 

IMPACT ON STUDENT ATHLETES 
As educators we must EDUCATE our Athletes.  Take the focus off of us and place 

the focus on the Students. 

Focus on the Impact of Social Media on the Athlete 

TOOLS & RESOURCES 
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TOOLS & RESOURCES 

TOOLS & RESOURCES 
Social Media for Teachers: Guides, Resources, and Ideas 

- Via edutopia.org 
The Teacher’s Guide to Twitter via Edudemic: This a great guide from Edudemic for all teachers -- both the 
experienced tweeters and those new to the platform. Here, you’ll find everything you need to know about using 
Twitter in the classroom, including a list of useful education hashtags, search strategies, and ideas for the classroom. 
Here are a few more ideas for incorporating Twitter into lessons: 

•  "Digging Into Social Media in the Classroom -- Nuggets of Wisdom from Twitter's Most Active Teachers ," via 
EdSurge 

•  "50 Ways to Use Twitter in the Classroom," via TeachHUB 
Facebook for Educators and Community Leaders Guide: Published in September by Facebook, this guide is the 
perfect resource for teachers interested in using the world's largest social network with students. Three main subject 
areas are covered, including digital citizenship, mobile safety and guidelines for social media at school. The latter of 
which was co-produced by Edutopia -- "How to Create Social Media Guidelines for Your School." 

•  "A How-To Guide for Teachers Using Facebook in the Classroom," via Education Week 
•  "7 Ways Teachers Use Social Media in the Classroom," via Mashable 

Free Parents’ Guides for Snapchat, Instagram, and Facebook from ConnectSafely: ConnectSafely is a great source 
for tips and advice for keeping kids safe on social media. Their comprehensive guides for teens' favorite social 
networks highlight the risks, privacy settings and strategies for keeping young people safe. Some of educational 
ideas for Instagram: 

•  "10 Ways to Use Instagram in the Classroom," via We Are Teachers 
•  "The Educator’s Guide to Instagram and Other Photo Sharing Apps," via The Edublogger 

The Educator's Guide to the Use of Pinterest in the Classroom: EducatorsTechnology.com published this useful 
guide for teachers interesting in using Pinterest with students. Here, you'll find everything you need to get started, 
including tips for building boards, pinning basics and ideas for using Pinterest in the classroom. Other Pinterest 
ideas for teachers: 

•  "The Teacher’s Guide To Pinterest," via Edudemic 
•  "37 Ways Teachers Can Use Pinterest in the Classroom," via TeachThought 

 

TIME TO GET TO WORK 

Use this time to work on 
your social media planning 

and implementation! 
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FOR SESSION SLIDES, VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT WWW.CIAAA.CA 

 
FOLLOW US: @CANADIANIAAA 


